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Testimony regarding

SB 33 AAC A STUDY OF HEALTH INSURANCE COVERAGE OF AND OUT-OF-POCKET
EXPENSES FOR EPINEPHRINE

The Connecticut Association of Health Plans appreciates the intent of SB 33 and offers the attached post by
America's Health Insurance Plans for purposes of the discussion. You will note that the cost of a traditional
EpiPen has increased 222% from 2007 to 2014. While we appreciate the idea of a dialogue around coverage for
epinephrine as recommended under the bill, we would respectfully submit that the conversation needs to be
broadened to include, or to perhaps be entirely refocused on, why pharmaceutical costs are what they are.

As recent high profile news accounts have illustrated, pharmaceutical pricing is a major cost driver in both
public and private health insurance. The attached chart articulates the problem well. Instead of a task force
focusing specifically on EpiPens, public policy might be better served by a broader discussion of drug costs
overall and what cost reduction strategies might be undertaken to relieve the pressure on health plans to impose
consumer cost sharing arrangements in general.

Thank you for your consideration.
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Then and Now: The cost of prescription drugs

Despite the [alroduction of new. and in many ¢ases more innovative medical treatments, prescription drugs that have been around for
years conlinue fo gel more and more expensive, And what about claims of innovation when the price of one drug can rise by an
astounding 9,145 percent in enly six months? 9,145 percent, really? This is just one exemple that we have highfighted below that shows
while the drugs may have stayed the same - their price tags skyrockeled.
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